
By staff reporter
On Tuesday evening of March 5, a

boisterous bus packed with Project Y
youth telling stories and joyfully singing
hip-hop tunes,
rancheras  (Mexi-
can traditional
songs) and other
pop songs arrived in
Chicago after a long
day trip to Spring-
field, Illinois. 

The group of
students along
with other youth
from Logan Square Neighborhood
Association and the Organization of the
North East traveled together to Spring-
field as part of the Illinois Coalition for
Immigrant and Refugee Rights’ Day in
Springfield.  Immigrant students from
all over the state went to personally con-
vey the obstacles undocumented stu-
dents face in attending college.  

An unwelcoming five inches of snow
came down the night before and lasted
into the early morning hours. The trip
looked doubtful to everyone except to

the youth leaders
who had planned
for it weeks before.
“ No weather con-
dition was going to
stop us from going
to Springfield and
talking to our rep-
resentatives,” said
Ghino Coletti, a
student at Roo-

sevelt High School. 
The immigrant students are in the

midst of a campaign to change a policy
that forbids undocumented immigrant
students from getting in-state tuition for
college.  “ We have been here almost all
our lives and as far as I know we are
Americans,” commented Armando

Por periodista de oficina
La tarde del martes 5 de Marzo de

un ruidoso autobús lleno de jóvenes
del “Project Y”
contándose uno
al otro y cantan-
do alegremente
c a n c i o n e s
rancheras (las
t r a d i c i o n a l e s
canciones mexi-
canas) y otras
canciones de
pop y rap l le-
garon a Chicago
después de un largo viaje a Spring-
field, Illinois. 

El grupo de estudiantes junto con
otros grupos de jóvenes de Logan
Square Neigborhood Asociation y la
Organización del Norte este viajaron

a Springfield como participantes del
Día a Springfield con la Coalición de
Derechos Inmigrantes y Refugiados

de Il l inois.  De
todas partes del
estado, estudi-
antes inmigrantes
fueron a transmi-
tir personalmente
los obstáculos
que los estudi-
antes  sin docu-
mentos t ienen
para asistir a la
universidad. 

Cinco pulgadas de nieve calleron
por sorpriesa la noche anterior y
durante las primeras horas de la
mañana antes del viaje.  El viaje se
veia dudoso pero no para los líderes
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En Springfield
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“We need an opportunity
to continue on to college so

we can contribute to the
economy and our entire

community,” 
said Aaron Garcia

“Necesitamos una 
oportunidad de continuar

al colegio para poder 
contribuir a la economía y

a nuestra entera comu-
nidad,” dijo Aarón García.

By Staff Reporter
100 Volta parents gathered for

their Bilingual Advisory Commit-
tee meeting on March 14th with
invited guests State Representative
Richard Bradley and State Senator
Iris Martinez. They left the meet-
ing having won a commitment for
funding for new computers for the
school, as well as funding to
expand the school’s successful par-
ent volunteer program. 

“The computers that are in

our classrooms are over ten years
old,” said Mr. Ted Johnson, Assis-
tant Principal at Volta. He went on
to say that “while the ideal situa-
tion would be to have one comput-

er for every four students, we only
have one computer for each class-
room of 30 or more students.” To

address this problem, Mobina
Patel, a parent volunteer at Volta
School, asked Representative
Bradley and Senator Martinez for

Volta Parents Win School
Improvements at March BAC
Meeting
State Representative 
Bradley and Senator 
Martinez promise funding
for new computers

“I speak English, Urdu, and Punjabi and because
of our large bilingual population, parent volunteers in

the classrooms are extremely important.”Indo-American Center
Reaches Out

Youth leaders Elizabeth Arroyo and Christian SolSol give a presentation to educate legis-
lators on the importance of immigrant students’ issues.

The Indo-American Center,
located at 6328 N. California Avenue,
offers a variety of services that
address the wide spectrum of needs in
the South Asian community as well
the general immigrant population in
Chicago. A diverse board of directors,
program directors and coordinators,
and dedicated volunteers manage the
center and provide a welcoming envi-
ronment to those in need. Gita Chawla
describes the staff as “being very
friendly and always willing to help
each other.” Although the center’s pro-
grams mainly address the needs of the
South Asian population, its doors and

Continued on page 4

Mehrunnisha Patel, parent vol-
unteer in Volta’s library, talks
about the importance of parents
working in the classroom.

Mrs. Naseem Umar, Volta Bilingual Coordinator, and Mrs. Sabiha Jamal, LSC
Chairperson, gather with other Bilingual Committee members after their March
meeting with State Rep. Bradley and Sen. Martinez

Continued on page 3



de la juventud que habían planeado
el viaje dos semanas antes. “Ningu-
na condición de tiempo nos impeoira
ir a Springfield y hablar con nue-
stros representantes,” dijo Ghino
Coletti, un estudiante en la secun-
daria Roosevelt.

Según líderes,  los estudiantes
inmigrantes están en el medio de una
campaña de cambiar una norma que
prohíbe estudiantes sin docu-
mentación pagar los mismos costos
colegatarias como residente del esta-
do. “ Nosotros hemos estado aquí
casi toda nuestra vida y nos consid-
eramos como Americanos,” Armando
Pérez comento. Estos estudiantes
tienen obstáculos para entrar al cole-
gio o una universidad porque ellos
son clasificados como residentes
extranjeros y por lo tanto no califi-
can para tasas de enseñanza del esta-
do. El costo financiero para los estu-

diantes extranjeros son generalmente
el doble que los residentes del estado
pagan. 

Los 14 jóvenes líderes de Albany
Park fueron parte otros 300 líderes

que a través del estado viajaron con
esperanzas de reunir se con sus legis-
ladores. La reunión rapidanente
comenzó después de llegar a la capi-
tal.  Los lideres de Project Y se

reunieron con Representante Bradley.
“Necesitamos una oportunidad para
continuar el colegio y poder con-
tribuir a la economía y a nuestra
comunidad entera,” dijo Aarón Gar-
cía. “Muchos estudiantes en nuestra
escuela tienen excelentes califica-
ciones y sus cominos comienzan a
desaparecer a causa de esta norma.”

La Cámara de Representantes
comenzó esa tarde los pasos para
cambiar la norma de que los estudi-
antes sin documentación califiquen
como residentes del estado y no
como extranjeros. Los líderes de la
juventud dejaron Springfield el
martes por la noche con esperanzas
de cambios positivos en el futuro
para mejorar las vidas de los estudi-
antes inmigrantes de Albany Park.
“Aprendimos mucho acerca de cómo
nuestro gobierno trabaja. Al princi-
pio, los legisladores nos intimidaron
pero ellos son gente regular.
Escucharon nuestros testimonios per-
sonales,” dijo Eva González, una
estudiante de la secundaria Taft.
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By Tony Martinez
I know people care, but rarely do they feel that

their voice, concern, or idea will be heard. So
why put in any effort? I used to think the same
thing. I was wrong.

Through my experiences as a community rep-
resentative for the Batemen Elementary Local
School Council (LSC) and the Albany Park
Neighborhood Council (APNC), I’ve realized
that there are people and organizations out there
who are willing not only to listen, but to help
you make things change for the better. Whether
your concern is our education system, our lack of
affordable housing, the youth of our community,
or countless other issues; our community does
have a voice and it starts with you.

When I first began to get involved with the LSC, I received an invitation

by APNC to attend an education planning meeting. I must admit my expec-
tations were quite low. I hadn’t heard of APNC before and my perception
of community organizations was not that great. But as a newly elected LSC
member it was my responsibility to improve Bateman in any way possible,
so I accepted the invitation. By the time the meeting started, I was pleasant-
ly surprised to see that about 20 to 30 people from different schools within
the community attended. I was even more impressed when the APNC lead-
ers empowered the parents, school administrators, teachers and community
members by asking for input and by allowing the group to set the agenda
for the upcoming education conference with Chicago Public Schools CEO
Arnie Duncan and his administration. By the time the meeting was over,
everyone felt involved, empowered, and most important hopeful.

You should get involved. That is the advice my wife Veronica would offer
to me every time we discussed the challenges our community is facing in
education, welfare, and housing. So I did get involved, and never before have
I felt more hope for our community’s future that I do now. The challenge is
difficult, but the greater the masses, the louder our concerns and ideas will be
heard-and it all starts with you. Maybe you too should get involved. 

Tony Martinez, community
representative for Batemen
Elementary School.  

By Tony Martinez
Yo sé que la gente se preocupa,

pero raramente ellas sienten que sus
voces, sus preocupaciones o sus ideas
serán escuchadas. Entonces, ¿para qué
esforzarse?. Yo solía pensar lo mismo,
estaba equivocado. 

Através de mis experiencias como
representante comunitario del concilio
escolar local de la escuela  elementaria
Batemen (LSC) y del concilio de bar-
rios de Albany Park (APNC), me he
dado cuenta que hay  gente y organi-
zaciones por ahi que están dispuestas
no solamente a
escuchar, sino que
ayudar a otros
para  que las cosas
cambien para
mejor. Ya sea que
su preocupación
sea nuestro sis-
tema educacional,
nuestra falta de
viviendas a precio
razonable, la juventud en nuestra
comunidad, o un sin número de otros
asuntos; nuestra comunidad si tiene
voz ¡comenzando por la suya!. 

Cuando recién comencé a involu-
crarme con el LSC, recibí una
invitación de parte del APNC para
atender una reunión de planeamiento
educacional. Debo admitir que mis
expectativas eran más bien bajas. No
había escuchado nada del APNC ante-
riormente y mi percepción de la orga-
nización comunitaria no era muy
buena. Sin embargo, recién había sido
elegido miembro del LSC y era mi
responsabilidad mejorar la escuela

Bateman de cualquier manera posible,
entonces acepté la invitación. Para
cuando esta comenzó, estaba yo grata-
mente sorprendido de ver al rededor
de 20 a 30 personas de diferentes
escuelas de la comunidad atendiendo a
la reunión. Estube más impresionado
aún cuando los líderes del APNC le
pidieron la opinion a los padres, los
administradores de las escuelas, profe-
sores y miembros de la comunidad y
además dejaron que el grupo
estableciera la agenda para la venidera
conferencia de educación con la

Director Ejecu-
tivo (CEO) de
las Escuelas
Públicas de
Chicago Arnie
Duncan y su
administración.
Cuando la
reunión ter-
minó, todo el
mundo se sintió

involucrado, enriquecido y lo más
importante esperanzado. 

...“Deberías involucrarte...,” era el
consejo que mi esposa Veronica me
ofrecía todo el tiempo que plati-
cabamos de los desafíos que enfrenta
nuestra comunidad en educación, ser-
vicios sociales y vivienda. Pues si me
involucré y nunca antes he tenido más
esperanza en el futuro de nuestra
comunidad como ahora. El desafio es
difícil, pero mientras más grandes
sean las masas, más ruidosas nuestras
preocupaciones e ideas se harán oir y
todo comienza con usted. Quizás
usted también debería involucrarse.

La Juventud 
Inmigrante...
Continued from page 1

EDITORIAL

An Invitation for Involvement Una Invitación Para Involucrarse

Project Y Leaders pose in front of State Capitol building.

...never before have I felt more hope for our community’s
future that I do now. The challenge is difficult, but the greater the

masses, the louder our concerns and ideas will be heard...

...nunca antes he tenido más
esperanza en el futuro de nuestra

comunidad como ahora. El
desafio es difícil, pero mientras

más grandes sean las masas, más
ruidosas nuestras preocupaciones

e ideas se harán oir...



Perez.  These students face obstacles
entering college or a university because
they are classified as out-of-state resi-
dents and therefore don’t qualify for in-
state tuition rates.  The out-of-state
tuition financial cost is usually double
that of normal tuition for an in-state resi-
dent. 

The 14 young leaders from Albany
Park were among 300 other leaders
from across the state that traveled to
Springfield in hopes of meeting with
their legislators.  A flurry of meetings
commenced soon after they arrived with
Project Y leaders first meeting with
Representative Bradley. “We need an
opportunity to continue on to college so
we can contribute to the economy and
our entire community,” said Aaron Gar-
cia.  “Many students at our school have
excellent grades and their paths are start-
ing to disappear because of this policy.” 

That afternoon the General Assembly
began steps to change policy so that
undocumented students would be able
to receive in-state tuition. On Tuesday
evening the youth leaders left Spring-
field with hopes of future positive
changes to the lives of immigrant stu-
dents in Albany Park. “We learned a lot
about how our government works,” said
Eva Gonzalez, student at Taft High
School. “At first, legislators intimidated
us but they are just regular people. I felt
our personal stories were listened to.”  
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MOPS stands for Mothers of
Preschoolers. MOPS is a group of
mothers that gathers to meet the
needs of every mom - urban, subur-
ban, and rural moms, stay-at-home
and working moms, teen, single, and
married moms - moms with differ-
ent lifestyles who all share a similar
desire to be the very best moms they
can be! MOPS recognizes that the
years from infancy to kindergarten
are foundational in a mother-child
relationship and are filled with
unique needs. 

MOPS helps moms by building a
network of mothers that meets to
support one another and provides a
caring atmosphere for today’s moth-
er of young children. Here in Albany
Park, a MOPS group meets on the
second and fourth Thursday of each
month at Christ Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 3253 W. Wilson. The
group begins at 9:00 a.m. A lecture
begins at 9:30 a.m. and is followed
by a group activity for all the moms.
On site child care is provided from
9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. For more
information contact Hope Thatcher
at: (773) 489-7699.

Group Builds Support 
Network for Mothers,
Meets Twice Monthly 

By Staff Reporter
Earlier this year, UNITE! (Union of

Needletrades, Industrial and Textile
Employees) started a national organiz-
ing campaign at Cintas, a large com-
pany that produces and launders uni-
forms.  UNITE, which has thousands
of members in Chicago, is the coun-
try’s largest union of sewing and laun-
dry workers. UNITE helps workers
fight for fair wages, decent benefits,
safe working conditions, and most of
all UNITE helps workers fight for a
voice on the job.

Cintas corporation earned $236
million in net profit last year and
boasted more than $2.2 billion in
sales. Unfortunately, the workers of
Cintas do not share in the company’s
wealth. At the Cintas plant on the
corner of Lawrence and Hamlin,
workers with up to ten years of
seniority only earn about $6.50 an
hour, and some only received a 13

cent raise last year. Workers have
also reported discrimination on the
basis of age and ethnicity.

UNITE is interested in talking to
anyone who works at this facility.

Please call them at (800) 872-8646 if
you or someone you know works at
Cintas. Together, we can improve
wages, benefits, and working condi-
tions at Cintas.

Union Fights For Workers Rights In
Albany Park

By Staff Reporter 
Este año, UNITE! (el sindicato de

trabajadores de costura y textiles)
inicio una campaña nacional para
organizar a CINTAS, una inmensa
compañia que produce y lava uni-
formes. UNITE, con miles de miem-
bros en Chicago, es el sindicato de
trabajadores de costura y lavanderias
mas grande del pais. UNITE ayuda a

los trabajadores a luchar por salarios
justos, beneficios decentes, condi-
ciones de trabajo seguras, y ante
todo, UNITE ayuda a los traba-
jadores a conseguir una voz en su
lugar de trabajo. 

La corporacion Cintas acaparo
$236 millones en ganancias netas el
año pasado, y se jacta de mas de $2.2
billones en ventas anuales. Desafor-

tunadamente, los trabajadores de
Cintas no comparten la riqueza de la
compañia. En la planta de Cintas en
la esquina de Lawrence y Hamlin,
trabajadores con hasta 10 años con la
compañia,  solo ganan $6.50 por
hora, y algunos solo recibieron un
aumento de 13 centavos el año pasa-
do. Los trabajadores tambien han
reportado discriminacion sobre la

base de edad y procedencia etnica. 
UNITE esta interesado en hablar

con cualquiera que trabaje en esta
planta. Por favor llamenos gratis al
(800) 872-8646 si usted o alguien
que usted conoce trabaja en CIN-
TAS. Juntos podemos mejorar los
salarios, beneficios y las condiciones
de trabajo en CINTAS.

Cintas has a factory in Albany Park on the corner of Lawrence and Hamlin.

La Union pelea por los derechos de los 
Trabajadores en Albany Park

Immigrant 
Youth Convey 
Message...
Continued from page 1 funding to purchase new computers

and was thrilled to get a commitment
from both legislators.

Another priority of Volta is to
expand their parent volunteer program.
Volta has 7 parent volunteers that help
out with classroom activities and spe-
cial events such as field trips, science
and history fairs, and international
night. Bushra Yasmeen, a parent vol-
unteer, talked about her experience in
the school. “I have been a parent vol-
unteer in the computer lab for the past
8 years,” she said. “I speak English,
Urdu, and Punjabi and because of our
large bilingual population, parent vol-
unteers in the classrooms are extreme-
ly important.” In addition to providing
the school with funds for new comput-
ers, the legislators also promised to
help with funds that would enable the
school to increase its number of parent
volunteers. 

Sabiha Jamal, LSC chairperson and
Volta parent for 13 years, then
explained Volta’s problem of over-
crowding. She explained that 148 chil-
dren are currently bussed out from
Volta because there is not enough
space at the school. The school is
required to invite back some of these
students every year but is not provided
with additional classrooms. “We have
gone to Capital Improvement Hearings
for the past 5 years asking for addition-
al classrooms for our children, but we
are still waiting.” Representative
Bradley and Senator Martinez both

agreed to do whatever they can to help
Volta obtain additional classrooms.

The meeting was very pro-
ductive and Volta looks forward to

continuing to work with the Albany
Park Neighborhood Council and its
state legislators to gain important
improvements for the school. 

Volta Parents Win School Improvements...
Continued from page 1

State 
Representative
Bradley addresses
a crowd of 100
Volta parents.
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continues to focus on immigrant
advocacy as one of the most impor-
tant areas in the organization. 

KRCC provides many opportu-
nities for all people to participate
and learn about Korean-American
cultural heritage, as well as pro-
moting dialogue and exchange with
other minorities and immigrants to
create a wider sense of community.
The organization provides lan-
guage and history classes to second
generation Koreans as well as to
anyone who is interested in learn-
ing Korean. It also offers free Eng-
lish classes to first generation
immigrants. KRCC produced an
election guide that helped Korean
Americans register to vote and
turned out 200 new voters for the
last election. The center also offers
free tax help through a fund from

Korean Lunar New Year Festival featuring work-n-play drummers. Continued on page 5

By Staff Reporter
The Korean American Resource

& Cultural Center (KRCC), located
at 2701-A W. Petersen Ave., offers
a fresh perspective on Korean-
American relations and the issues
within Korean American communi-
ties in the United States. Officially
started by a group of young Korean
Americans in 1995, the founding of
this grass-roots organization was
inspired by the events of the L.A.
riots back in 1992 and as a reaction
against the anti-immigrant bills that
were proposed. In 1996, KRCC led
a national campaign against anti-
immigrant supporters by raising
funds to place a full-page adver-
tisement in the Washington Post
called “America is a Nation of
Immigrants.” Through their efforts,
KRCC was able to restore some
public benefits for immigrants and

Korean American 
Resource & Cultural Center

services are open to all.
The center was founded in

1989 and has since helped around
eight thousand immigrants yearly with
various services. The center continues
to strive for excellence by providing
services that best meet the needs of
the immigrants they are dedicated to
serving. Some of the programs that the
center offers include: immigration
application and INS information, com-
puter, civic, citizenship, and English
classes, legal counseling, public bene-
fits assistance, tutoring, senior and
youth programs, and community out-
reach services. Along with these pro-
grams, the center also sponsors vari-
ous workshops, cooking classes,
speakers, field trips, and cultural
events throughout the year. 

Education and information are
two of the most important services
that the Indo-American Center pro-

vides. Tutors receive proper training
in order to use the most effective
methods with their students. Suleman,
a teacher at the center for over three
years, connects real life situations in
order to make learning English more
relevant and exciting for his students.
Gurdev Punia, the INS coordinator,
has worked for the Indo-American
center since its second year in opera-
tion. He assists people with immigra-
tion paperwork and offers updated
information. The center is able to pro-
vide translations and translators in
order to help those immigrants who
have not yet mastered English.

The Indo-American Center is
a not-for-profit organization and most
of the services are free of charge. The
center encourages all people to partici-
pate in the quality programs that it
provides. For more information please
call 773/ 973-4444.

Indo-American Center Reaches Out
Continued from page 1



El Centro de Salud Helping Hands,
(Manos que Ayudan) ubicado en el
3502 al norte de la Kedzie, provee ser-
vicios médicos gratuitos a cualquier
persona que no tenga aseguranza y
que no califique para los servicios de
salud pública (public aide). La clínica
también ayuda a inmigrantes indocu-
mentados, asi como aquellos que
necesitan atención médica y no tienen
los medios para pagar. Joy Glazer, la
directora de la clínica declaró, “Estoy

frustrada con la noción de que la gente
no puede obtener atención médica.
Puedo ir y marchar a Washington
D.C., pero prefiero hacer algo aqui al
respecto mientras tanto.” Después de
efectuar un reconocimiento de las
necesidades del área, Joy Glazer
recibió una oportunidad para abrir una
clínica médica en un edificio total-
mente equipado, donado por el hospi-
tal Illinois Masonic. Con la ayuda de
un fondo monetario de la Coorpo-

ración Ravenswood Resource, la seño-
ra Glazer comenzó a reunir a su dedi-
cado grupo de voluntarios con los que
ella había trabajado en otra clínica que
ella comenzó en Wicker Park 11 años
atrás. 

El centro médico Helping Hands es
una red de enfermeras, doctores y
proveedores de salud voluntarios, todos
licenciados y con sus apropiadas cre-
denciales, dedicados a ayudar a todos
los pacientes. La clínica está habilitada

con nuevas salas de examinación, aco-
modación especial para niños, una far-
macia, un laboratorio y otros equipos
especializados. La clínica recibe dona-
ciones de companías de utencilios
médicos y participa en programas de
asistencia al paciente con compañías
farmacéuticas para ayudar a los
pacientes a recibir medicamientos gra-
tuitos. Además de exámenes médicos
completos, laboratorio cardiográfico y
todas las necesidades médicas básicas,
la clínica actualmente provee informa-
ción individual y en grupos a pacientes
diabéticos y espera comenzar servicios
de educación para padres muy pronto. 

La clínica no solicita ningún dinero
por estos servicios, a los pacientes se
les pregunta si es que pueden hacer
alguna donación. En la actualidad, la
clínica sirve a un gran número de
pacientes polacos e hispanos, especial-
mente a los ancianos, y puede proveer
de traductores para aquellos que no
hablan inglés. Helping Hands asiste a
los pacientes con su documentación
médica, les provee de asistencia médi-
ca extensiva si lo  necesitan y procura
permitir a los pacientes ver a sus mis-
mos proveedores cada vez que vienen
a sus citas. La clínica opera tanto de
día como de noche pero, SOLA-
MENTE HACIENDO UNA CITA.
Para más Información llame a Joy
Glazer al (773) 588-9640. 

By Staff Reporter
Helping Hands Health Center, locat-

ed at 3502 N. Kedzie, provides free
medical care for anyone who is not
insured and does not qualify for public
aide. The clinic also helps undocument-
ed immigrants, as well as those who

need medical attention and don’t have
the means to pay for it. 

Joy Glazer, founder and clinic man-
ager reflects “I’m frustrated with the
notion that people can’t get health care!
I can march in Washington D.C but I’d
rather do something about it in the
meantime.” After conducting a needs
assessment in the area, Joy Glazer
received an opportunity to open a free
medical clinic in a state-of-the-art
building, donated by Illinois Masonic.
With the help of a grant from
Ravenswood Resource Corporation,

Joy Glazer started to gather her dedicat-
ed group of volunteers that she has
worked with at another clinic she start-
ed in Wicker Park 11 years ago.

Helping Hands Health Center
is a network of volunteer nurses, doc-
tors, and medical providers, all

licensed and with appropriate creden-
tials, who are dedicated to helping all
patients. The clinic is complete with
new examining rooms, special facili-
ties for children, a pharmacy, lab, and
other specialized equipment. The clinic
receives donations from medical sup-
ply companies and participants in
patient assistant programs with phar-
maceutical companies in order help
patients receive free medication. Aside
from complete physicals, lab work,
cardiographs, and all basic medical
needs, the clinic also emphasizes

patient education. Currently, the clinic
provides group as well as individual
information to diabetic patients and
hopes to start parenting classes and
education services soon.

The clinic does not take any
money for its services. Patients are
asked to make donations if they are
able. Currently, the clinic serves large
numbers of Polish and Hispanic
patients, especially the elderly, and is

able to provide translators for those
who don’t speak English. Helping
Hands assists patients with paperwork,
provides them with assistance if they
need extensive medical care, and strives
to allow patients to see the same
providers each visit. The clinic operates
both day and night but is BY
APPOINTMENT ONLY. For more
information, please call Joy Glazer at
(773) 588-9640. 

Free health care for the uninsured: Joy Glazer, office manager.
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Free Health Care for the Uninsured

Servicios Médicos Gratuitos Para la Gente Sin Aseguranza

the IRS for low-income families that need help and
qualify.

In mid February, the center held its annual Korean
Lunar New Year Festival that featured “work-n-play”,
a group of young individuals who participate in tradi-
tional Korean drumming. The Lunar New Year Festi-
val allowed “work-n-play” to collaborate with college
students from various schools that were able to share
their Korean American identity and the opportunity to
participate in an ancient tradition. The center hosts a
variety of cultural events throughout the year open to
the public. For more information about the center
please call Kent Lee at 773/ 506-9158.

Korean American Resource 
& Cultural Center
Continued from page 4

“I’m frustrated with the notion that people can’t get health
care! I can march in Washington D.C but I’d rather do some-
thing about it in the meantime.” Joy Glazer, clinic manager 
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By Staff Reporter
For the last year, Albany Park

Neighborhood Council youth leaders

have been working to improve the rela-
tionship between youth and police and
increase safety at local schools.  Youth
leaders formed “Project Y” as the vehi-
cle to move their agenda forward and

unite youth around common issues.
“We want better police conduct and for
youth to be shown respect,” says Pro-

ject Y leader Eric Alvarez. 
Last December, over 100 youth

gathered for a meeting with city, state
and public officials to win commit-
ments on police conduct, access to

Project Y Wins Agreement on Youth Bill of
Rights, Increased School Safety

“This is the beginning,” said Elizabeth Arroyo.
“We are doing a lot of things.  And these things
are benefiting everyone.  Our voice is important.”

Project Y Members

higher education for immigrant youth,
and after school violence.  “Our Bill of
Rights is simple,” said Christopher
Rodriguez. “It says that youth have the
right to not be verbally abused, to have
a translator, to not be asked what coun-
try they come from, and to not be asked
their citizenship status.”  

Leaders stated that they also want
additional police at local high schools
and security cameras to prevent future
violence.  

As a result of that action, youth lead-
ers met with the top police official in
Albany Park, Police Commander Sam
Christian.  The meeting took place on

January 16th at the APNC office. Youth
leader Vivian Rodriguez presented the
Commander requests on behalf of the
youth group.  “We asked him to add
three additional police units at Roo-
sevelt between the hours of 1:44 and
2:30 in the afternoon, and to maintain
the presence of security at the school
for the entire school year.”  Another
youth leader Christopher Rodriguez
asked the Commander to support and
enforce “Project Y’s” youth bill of
rights and to create a system to monitor
police conduct regarding youth. 

“The commander agreed to our

Continued on page 7

By Staff Reporter
Todos los días, un grupo pequeño

de padres en la Escuela Murphy
ofrece su tiempo y los talentos para
beneficiar a los niños y la
comunidad alrededor de la escuela.
Aunque los padres ayudantes no
sean pagados por su trabajo, ellos
sirven la escuela con dedicación en
una variedad de maneras. Ayudan
con las actividades en la escuela, a
trabajar hacia los cambios de la
norma que afectan a los niños de
Murphy y familias, los voluntarios
están trabajando constantemente
para mejorar la educación de los
niños. 

Los voluntarios de Murphy han
organizado una patrulla de padres
para ayudar a los niños en ciertas
esquinas alrededor de la escuela.
Ellos también trabajan en artes para
actividades de escuela y ayudan con
programas como la Noche Leyendo,

con Día Internacional, y con otros
acontecimientos especiales en la
escuela. Ellos tambien ayudan a
maestros en el salon y ayudan a los
grupos pequeños de niños afuera de
los salones.

Los voluntarios trabajan también
para involucrar a mas padres en la
escuela. “Recientemente,
organizamos una reunión de padres
con la ayuda del Concilio del
Vencindario de Albany Park. Mas de
30 padres vinieron para hablar sobre
sus preocupaciones,” dijo Adriana
Evangelista,  uno de los padres
ayudantes. “Planeamos a tener una
reunión al fin de abril con nuestros
oficiales elegidos para ayudarnos
con las preocupaciones de los
padres,” dijo Adriana. 

Los voluntarios como Adriana
Evangelista y Josefina Sosa viajaron
a Washington D. C a principios del
marzo para educar a legisladores

By Staff Reporter
Every day, a small group of parents

at Murphy Elementary School volun-
teer their time and talents to benefit
the children and
the entire school
c o m m u n i t y .
Although parent
volunteers are
not paid for their
work, they serve
the school with
great dedication
in a variety of
ways. From helping out with activi-
ties in the school, to working towards
policy changes that would affect the
lives of Murphy children and fami-
lies, the volunteers are constantly
busy working to enrich the children’s
education.

Murphy volunteers have organized
a parent patrol to help children cross
the street at certain corners around the
school. They also do arts and crafts for
school activities and help out with pro-
grams such as Reading Night, Interna-
tional Day, and other special events at
the school. They help teachers in the
classroom and mentor small groups of
children outside of the classroom. 

Volunteers are also working hard to
increase parental involvement in the
school. “Recently, we organized a par-
ent meeting with the help of the
Albany Park Neighborhood Council
and over 30 parents came to talk about
issues of concern,” said Adriana Evan-
gelista, one of the parent volunteers.
“We are planning on having a meeting
at the end of April to invite out our
elected officials to help us with the

concerns that parents brought up,” said
Adriana. 

Parent volunteers Adriana Evange-
lista and Josefina Sosa also traveled to

Wa s h i n g t o n
D.C at the
beginning of
March to edu-
cate legislators
about two
i m p o r t a n t
issues that the
community is
facing: the

need for more funding for school con-
struction to relieve overcrowding in
the neighborhood schools, and the
need to increase access to higher edu-
cation for immigrant students. They
met with the offices of many Con-
gressmen and Senators, including the
offices of Congressman Luis Gutier-
rez, Congressman Rahm Emanuel,
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky,
and Senator Durbin’s office.

The parents are eager to see their
group of volunteers grow. “Having
parent volunteers in the school is
extremely important because parents
need to know about the classroom
activities and what their children are
learning,” said Josefina Sosa. “Also,
having parent volunteers in the class-
room helps to create better relation-
ships between the school, the teach-
ers, and the parents. All of these are
important for the children’s benefit.”

For more information on how
to become a parent volunteer at Mur-
phy school, please contact Christina
Pazarin, Murphy’s School-Communi-
ty Representative, at 773-534-3950.

Murphy Parents Serve
School with Dedication

Padres de la Escuela Murphy
Dan un Servicio Dedicado

Adriana Evengelista and Josefina Sosa are two of Murphy’s Parent Patrol Volunteers.

“Recently, we organized a parent
meeting with the help of the Albany

Park Neighborhood Council and
over 30 parents came to talk about

issues of concern.”



acerca de dos preocupaciones
importantes que la comunidad tiene: la
necesidad para más dinero para la
construcción de escuelas para aliviar
la sobrepoblacion en las escuelas del
vencindario, y la necesidad del acceso
a la educación universitaria para
estudiantes inmigrantes. Ellos se

reunieron en las oficinas de muchos
Congresistas y Senadores, inclusive
las oficinas del Congresista Luis
Gutierrez, el Congresista Rahm
Emanuel, la Congresista
Congresswoman Schakowsky, y la
oficina del Senador Durbin. 

Los padres están ansiosos de ver
que su grupo de voluntarios crece.

“Padres ayudantes en los salones son
muy importantes porque padres
tienen que saber acerca de las
actividades en los salones y acerca de
lo que sus niños aprenden,” dijo
Josefina Sosa. “También, los padres
ayudantes en la escuela ayudan a
crear mejores relaciones entre la

escuela, los maestros, y los padres.
Todo ésto es importante para el
beneficio de los niños.”

Para más información en cómo
ser un padre ayudante en la escuela
Murphy, por favor llame a Christina
Pazar in ,  Representante  de
Comunidad y  la  Escuela  de
Murphy, en 773-534-3950.

Spring Issue   Albany Park News Page 7

“Recientemente, organizamos una reunión de padres con la
ayuda del Concilio del Vencindario de Albany Park. Mas de 30

padres vinieron para hablar sobre sus preocupaciones.”

By Staff Reporter
Project Y and groups throughout

Chicago, in conjunction with the Cen-
ter for Urban Economic Development
at the University of Illinois at Chicago,
worked on an important study regard-
ing access to higher education for
immigrant students. Just under a thou-

sand surveys were completed and pre-
liminary results highlight the need for
undocumented immigrant students to
obtain in-state tuition rates for college. 

“I can’t afford to pay double the
tuition than that of my friend who is a
citizen just because I lack a social
security number. My parents brought
me to this country for me to have
opportunity. I have excellent grades
but the opportunity to go to a good
college is being taken away from me,”
commented Elizabeth, a Roosevelt

High School student. 
Understanding how a survey worked

was the first step in of getting the pro-
ject off the ground in early December.
A research assistant from UIC conduct-
ed a workshop to train the youth lead-
ers on how to administer the survey.
“Our work was to get out there and get

the opinions of youth throughout
Albany Park,” said Enrique Arroyo.
Leaders conducted the surveys in class-
rooms, lunchrooms and churches.  

“Our motivating goal of going to
college is why we think this study is
important,” said Tania Urquiza as she
rallied her peers on the last day of
facilitating the survey. Youth leaders
created a buzz among the student
body which resulted in 290 completed
surveys. The student leaders handed
them over to researchers at the univer-

Por periodista de oficina
“Project Y” y otros grupos a través

de Chicago en unión con el Centro para
el Desarrollo Económico Urbano en la
Universidad de Illinois en Chicago han
estado trabajando en un estudio impor-
tante con respecto al acceso a la edu-
cación de alto nivel. Cerca de mil
encuestas fueron completadas y los
resultados  preeliminares indican que
hay una necesidad del estudiante inmi-
grante sin documentación de obtener
los niveles de la enseñanza del estado
para la universidad. 

“Yo no puedo  pagar el doble de los
costos que vienen siendo porque yo no
soy ciudadana o residente del país por
la falta de no tener un seguro social.
Mis padres me trajeron a este país para
yo tener una oportunidad. Tengo exce-
lente calificaciones pero todo el esfuer-
zo que me a tomado se desperdiciaria
por no tener la oportunidad de ir a una
universidad,” Comento Elizabeth, una
estudiante de la Secundaria Roosevelt

(el apellido no se indica por quedar
anónima). 

Entender cómo facilitar una encuesta
fue el primer del proyecto en los
primeros días de Diciembre. Un ayu-
dante de UIC dirigió un taller para

entrenar a los líderes de la juventud en
cómo administrar la encuesta. “Nuestro
trabajo era de hablar con los jóvenes de
Albany Park y tomar su opinión,” dijo
Enrique Arroyo. Los líderes lograron
conducir las encuestas en los salones de
clase, las cafeterías y las iglesias. 

La meta era de cumplir con mas de
250 encuestas que estaban en el riesgo de
ser insuficientes a principios de Febrero. 

“ Tenemos que tener motivación para

terminar esta encuesta que nos dará la
esperanza de ir ala universidad,” dijo
Tania Urquiza que unió a sus com-
pañeros en él ultimo día de facilitar la
encuesta. Los estudiantes tuviero éxito
en la escuela resultando en mas de 290

encuestas completadas. Los jóvenes
entregaron todas las encuestas a los ofi-
ciales de la universidad para que ellos
obtuvieran la información. “Nosotros
tomaremos este estudio a nuestros leg-
isladores para dar prueba que los estudi-
antes inmigrantes de Albany Park si
quieren continuar con sus estudios,”
dijo Elpidia Castillo. 

El proyecto Y y otros grupos usarán el
estudio como una herramienta para cuan-

do se reúnan con legisladores del gobier-
no del estado y de Washington D. C. 

Hay dos cambios pendientes de pól-
iza que aliviaría el problema de estudi-
antes inmigrantes sin documentación
para entrar a la la universidad. En el
estado el estudiante podría recibir los
mismos costos que un estudiante ciu-
dadano con el requisito de que a vivido
en el estado por 3 años o más en el esta-
do. La legislación federal proporcionara
mucho mas a los estudiantes con el
alivio de la inmigración y la probabili-
dad de que estudiantes sin docu-
mentación obtenengan la residencia
permanente en el país. Además, los
estudiantes podrían calificar por becas,
prestamos de estudiante y otros tipos de
ayuda financiera que se anula actual-
mente abajo la ley. Si usted esta intere-
sado en participar en nuestra campaña
de  estudiantes y obtener  acceso a la
educación más alta o tiene cualquier
pregunta por favor comunicate con a
Raul al Projecto Y 1-773-583-1387 

Inspired Project Y Leaders Survey
Roosevelt Student Body

Los Líderes Inspirados De Project Y Facilitaron Una Encuesta  Estudiantil de Roosevelt 

“We are going to take this study to our legislators as
proof that immigrant students from Albany Park want to go

to college,” said Elpidia Castillo.

demands and we are starting to make
progress,” said Armando Perez, a
freshman at Roosevelt and Project Y
youth leader.  The commander agreed
to regular meetings, to publicly sup-
port the youth bill of rights, and to
increase patrols at Roosevelt High
School.

Project Y leaders are also working

on securing more opportunities for
immigrant students to attend college.
From working on a state policy change
that would allow undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state tuition to partner-
ing with universities to increase
resources at local high schools, APNC
has launched significant campaigns to
address youth issues.

sity for the number crunching. “ We
are going to take this study to our leg-
islators as proof that immigrant stu-
dents from Albany Park want to go to
college,” said Elpidia Castillo. 

Project Y and other groups will use
the survey as a tool when meeting
with legislators in the state govern-
ment and in Washington D.C.  There
are two pending policy changes that
would alleviate the problem of immi-
grant undocumented students getting
into college. In the state a policy
change would help students obtain the
in-state tuition rates that currently are
only available to residents that are

either citizens or legal residents of the
U.S. The federal policy change would
go further in providing qualified stu-
dents with the chance to adjust their
status upon graduation from college to
that of a legal permanent resident. In
addition, the youth would be able to
qualify for scholarships, grants and
other types of financial aid that cur-
rently are not available to them under
the current policies.  If you would like
to get involved in our youth campaign
to obtain access to higher education,
or have questions on any of these poli-
cies, please contact Raul Botello of
Project Y at 773-583-1387.

Elizabeth
Arroyo 

highlights 
findings at a

press 
conference on

the 
UIC/Project Y

study.

“Nosotros tomaremos este estudio a nuestros legisladores para
dar prueba que los estudiantes inmigrantes de Albany Park si

quieren continuar con sus estudios,” dijo Elpidia Castillo.

Padres de la Escuela Murphy Dan Servicio ...
Continued from page 6

Project Y Wins Agreement ...
Continued from page 6
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By Staff Reporter
After a year of policy discussion and

pressure being put on Aldermen and
the Mayor from the Balanced Devel-
opment Coalition, Alderman Toni
Preckwinkle (4th) introduced an ordi-
nance into City Council that would
require developers to set-aside 25% of
new or rehabbed units as affordable to
help deal with the growing affordable
housing crisis in Chicago. 

The ordinance, introduced in
December of 2002, currently has 23
aldermen signed on and representa-
tives from the Balanced Development
Coalition recently held a press confer-
ence at City Hall to talk about the
ordinance. “This ordinance would
make a huge change in the housing
landscape of Chicago. It would pro-
vide affordable housing for both pur-
chase and for rental throughout the
city,” said Diane Limas of the Albany
Park Neighborhood Council.

Last summer members of the Bal-
anced Development Coalition gained
momentum for pro-affordable housing
policy change through two important

events. The first event was a commu-
nity dialogue with Cardinal Francis
George that generated both publicity
and a response from Mayor Daley.
One week later, groups from the Bal-
anced Development held a 1200 per-
son march in downtown Chicago that
culminated in a rally outside city hall. 

These large actions were followed
by smaller individual meetings with

local aldermen from across the city
and culminated in October of 2002
with a meeting between the Balanced
Development Coalition and ten impor-

tant alderman to discuss what a set-
aside policy change would require.
“We are so excited that this policy
change is being discussed in a serious
way. We feel like our hard work is
finally paying off, and we’re going to
take action in the coming months to
make sure we educate city officials
about the benefits a set-aside policy
would bring to Chicago,” said Limas.

Affordable housing policies have
become a major issue in the Alder-
manic and Mayoral races across the
city as more and more Aldermen are
shown to have received campaign
contributions from developers work-
ing in their wards. “The work of the
Balanced Development Coalition has
brought affordable housing to the
forefront in Chicago, and the issue is
gaining momentum as more groups
have joined our coalition like Chica-
go ACORN,” said Tom Walsh, a
leader with Organization of the
NorthEast and member of the Bal-
anced Development Coalition. “We
have a chance to really win signifi-
cant changes to the City’s housing
policy that will help low and moder-
ate income people find housing,”
says Walsh.

For more information, please con-
tact the Albany Park Neighborhood
Council at (773)583-1387

Alderman Preckwinkle Introduces Set-Aside Ordinance

“This ordinance would make a huge change in the
housing landscape of Chicago. It would provide

affordable housing for both purchase rental
throughout the city,” said Diane Limas.


